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Editor’s Note

W  hen we decided to jump 
on the magazine publishing 
bandwagon, most of our 

worried friends and family members 
asked with a grimace: “why?”. And my 
standard answer would be: “why not?”. 

I’m quite an avid reader who enjoys 
reading just about anything I could get 
my hands on. But lately I have spend 
most of my time in front of a computer, 
and a few more hours staring at my 
phone after work. This is driving me 
nuts. 

Yes, of course, the online media is 
finally taking over the world. But of late 
I have found myself yearning to spend 
more time with my friends, face-to-face, 
even though we chat on Line every day. 
I want to read and indulge myself with a 
long, good book to be liberated from my 
worries and the routine of everyday life. 

I want to read good articles and 
interesting stories from newspapers or 
magazines that can move me and sweep 
me off my feet. I want to read something 
that really matters. 

And that’s why this magazine – a 
physical, print one, to be exact – has 
come into being (although we do 
have the online version, too!). This is 
probably the best time to do so as paper 
book sales are outperforming e-books 
for the first time in many years and 
in many countries. Many readers are 
also witnessing a dramatic shift back 
towards print as they embrace “digital 
detoxing”, a new trend where people are 
trying to limit their online screen time. 
Well, I guess I’m not alone here after all. 

Is this the right direction to take? 
We don’t know and we don’t care. All 
we wanted to do was to share a piece 
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of our lives, our observations, our 
thoughts and our ideas through words 
and images. We would like to engage 
with like-minded audiences and even 
invite some to share their stories on our 
platform.

For our first issue, we have five dedicated 
contributors from different walks of life 
covering a variety of topics, all related to 
urban affairs (hence the title). We also 
have devoted artists, graphic designers, 
photographers and editors toiling away 
behind the scenes to make this issue a 
reality. 

Some stories might hit your spot, some 
might not. We don’t know, but we do 
care. So, if you wish to like, comment, or 
contribute a story or two, keep in mind 
that it’s not a question of “why?”, but “why 
not?”.
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Where do you stay when you 
travel? Up until a few years ago, 
for most folks, the answer was 

a hotel. Those budgeting their cash opted 
for youth hostels or guesthouses, but pretty 
much the trend was for the traditional stay. 
Then along came Airbnb, a cross between a 
hotel, homestay, private house lodging, and 
pretty much everything in between, which 
has made some serious inroads into the 
hotel stay market. 

According to Phocuswright, a travel research 
firm, the past four or five years have seen 
one of every three leisure travelers opting 
for private accommodations over hotels, a 
massive jump from the one in ten travelers 
which was the norm five years ago.

In Bangkok alone there are 132,286 hotel 
rooms, costing an average of THB 2,837 a 
night. Contrast this with the 8,891 Airbnb 
rooms which cost an average of THB 831 
per night. Pricing aside (a majority of 
Airbnb places are cheaper than hotels, but 
not always), what are the main advantages 
or disadvantages of each? 

First off, hotels still win out in terms of 
being trusted brands which pretty much 
guarantee your reservation. You make an 
advance booking at the ibis or Marriott 
and show up at the property a month later 
and not too much can go wrong. Yeah, they 
might put you in a different room and, of 
course, just like airlines, these places do 
overbook, but in all likelihood, you are 
getting what you paid for. With Airbnb, on 
the other hand, the host reserves the right 
to cancel, and can even do so less than 7 
days before you arrive. 

While Airbnb has put policies in place that 
financially penalize hosts from doing this, 
and can even remove them as a host if they 
do this more than three times in a year, 
it still puts a major crimp in your travel 
plans if you are on the shortlist of a host’s 
deciding to cancel your booking.

Hotels also offer a seemingly more 
accountable set of safety and security 
rules. Yes, there are dishonest employees 
that pilfer things out of rooms, and some 
hotels are in on neighborhood scams and 
other disreputable practices, but again, you 
probably have a bit more ground to stand on 
when your bag goes missing from the room 
at the Marriott and you most certainly are 
not likely to be the victim of identity theft 
while staying there. 

There have been some outrageous Airbnb 
incidences over the years, horror stories 
that are so bad that they are almost 
funny. A New York comedian rented out 
his apartment in 2014, and forgetting 
some luggage, returned home to find his 
flat being used for an extra-large sized 
orgy. Another New Yorker rented out her 
elegant penthouse, and returned to find it 
completely trashed beyond recognition, 
full of used condoms, stained sofas, and 
broken furniture. 

While Airbnb has taken plenty of steps 
as it has grown to rectify these situations, 
both in terms of verifying hosts and 
guests, as well as compensating victims 
for these bad experiences, it still remains 
an organization based on trust, which 
probably discourages a certain portion of 
the travel market.

All that said, I’m starting to lean towards 
Airbnb over a hotel most any day. I’ve 
only used Airbnb a handful of times, and 
all have been unique, a far departure from 
the often sterile or generic hotel stay. My 
wife and I stayed in a farmhouse in the 
Dolomite Mountains of Italy, getting to 
be the only foreigners in the village, our 
room guarded by a giant amiable Saint 
Bernard, and although neither our host 
nor us spoke a common language fluently, 

Hotels vs. Airbnb
B Y  D AV E  S TA M B O U L I S

AFFAIRS

friendly pantomime won out and solved 
pretty much any questions we had. 

In Hong Kong, we stayed in a real dive 
in the center of the city, which required 
a brutal walk up around 150 stairs to the 
8th floor, as it was an ancient traditional 
apartment with no lift. The cramped little 
space wasn’t anywhere I’d want to stay 
over time in, but considering that it was 
New Year’s and that we were paying 70% 
less than what any Hong Kong hotel or 
guesthouse was charging at the time, the 
option of staying in the heart of the city 
and spending all those savings on some 
great dim sum made it a steal. 

On a recent trip to Kyoto, not only was I 
able to get a room in a traditional Japanese 
house during the height of autumn colors, 
it came with an amiable owner who invited 
all her guests into her makeshift bar for 
discounted meals and drinks, and she 
even put on a barbecue that introduced 
locals to guests, making for a far more 
personal experience than one would ever 
get at a hotel. 

Whichever one you opt for, the competition 
is probably great for the industry. Hotels 
have recognized that travelers want a more 
personal experience and are starting to be 
less uniform, even in brand hotels, which 
have added local touches or personal 
features to rooms and outlets. Also, far 
more commercial lodgings, ranging from 
B&B’s to hostels to guesthouses have listed 
their properties on Airbnb, meaning it’s no 
longer just a private lodging network. 

The former more traditional and more 
modern rivals are perhaps moving closer 
to one another as time goes by. Young 
travelers visiting Bangkok these days 
probably want an experience that makes 
them feel like they are integrating or 
touching closer to the real Thailand, 
whether that means being in local 
neighborhoods with good street food or 
staying in a place that has traditional teak 
chairs, triangular cushions, and homespun 
tapestries or silks on the wall. 

These days, you see both more hotels 
outfitting their rooms like a traditional 
Thai home, just as much as you see Airbnb 
apartments starting to resemble cutting 
edge hotel architecture and design. The 
good news is that there is plenty of space 
for both, so make sure to give both options 
a shot on your next staycation. P
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Cast  away on your 
private island

Email:resv-th@epikureanresorts.com Tel:+66 2664 0975 - 6www.munnorkprivateisland.com

A haven of peace and relaxation off the coast of Rayong, 
only three and a half hours from Bangkok. Accessible only 
by our private boat, our resort is the only one on the island 

surrounded by untouched forest and pristine white sand 
beaches. An idyllic setting that is endlessly peaceful, 

this island is all about you and the sea.

The islanders are waiting! 

D  I  Y
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Exploring Bangkok’s Old Town
TRAVEL

Bangkok continues to grow by leaps and bounds, with 
many neighborhoods becoming less recognizable by the 
day. Some see it as progress and inevitable, but many of 

us longtime residents still love the Bangkok of old, and there’s 
nowhere better to still find this than in the area of Sanam Luang, 
around the magnificent Grand Palace, Thailand’s top place of 
worship, along with nearby Wat Pho. It only takes wandering 
around to some of the side streets some five to 10 minutes’ walk 
away to discover the most alluring parts of the area known as 
Old Town.

If you head east from the Grand Palace across the Atsadang 
Canal, you will come to a small tucked away square called 
Phraeng Phuton, which remains one of my most favorite 
places in the city. The charming square, well off the tourist 
route, is far more reminiscent of an Italian piazza than anything 
in Southeast Asia. 

The square, which features a park and health clinic set in 
the middle of it, is surrounded by European neo-classical 
shophouses, built by King Rama V in the early 1900s, and today 
they are immaculately cared for, and gaily painted in bright 

colors. The square sees little traffic, locals sit outside and talk 
to one another, watching the world go by, and Phraeng Phuton 
is famed for its hole in the wall restaurants, many of which 
just serve one dish, which they have been doing for several 
generations.  

There is an ice cream shop here, Nuttaporn, which has been 
churning out some of Bangkok’s best home-made ice cream 
for over 75 years now, specializing in coconut and also mango 
flavors, with the mango being made from the prized maha 
chanok mangoes. You’ll pay a fraction of what you’d have to 
shell out for Ben & Jerry’s or the latest gourmet ice cream at 
Siam Paragon, and the surroundings are far better to boot, 
although you most certainly won’t be getting air-con. 

Speaking of mangoes, you’ll find Kor Panich, an 80-year old 
establishment noted for dishing up some of Bangkok’s tastiest 
khao niaow mamuang, mangoes and sticky rice, just around 
the corner. The renowned one-dish eatery is noted for strict 
adherence to its premium ingredients. In addition to the top 
notch mangoes, they only use fine sugar from Kanchanaburi 
province and coconuts from Chumphon province.
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TRAVEL

Other options in Phraeng Phuton include 
Samong Moo Thai Tham, noted as being 
the best pig’s brain noodle soup in town, and 
despite its nondescript appearance regularly 
receiving Thai celebrity chef visits as well 
as being the recipient of a Shell Chuan 
Chim gastronomy award, and Krua Som 
Hom, run by an elderly cook who whips up 
delicacies like pla tod samoon prai, made of 
fried fish pieces smothered in fried galangal, 
Thai basil, and peppercorns, and phla 
goong, fresh shrimp showered in a sauce of 
tamarind paste, lime, and herbs.  

Should you get the urge to stay in this 
atmospheric spot, The Bhuthorn is a 
stylish and intimate B&B housed in a 1906 
colonial home that is registered with the 
Fine Arts Department, which has been 
refurbished by the two architect owners 
and lets you appreciate all of Phraeng 
Phuton like a local. Handmade floral motif 
floor tiles, maintained metal balusters, 
and gingerbread eaves are just some of the 
painstakingly worked features here in this 
ode to the past.

Perhaps the best place to eat in this area is 
also one of the oldest. Head over to Dinso 
Road and join the queues of families, older 
women with bouffant hairdos, and foodies 
all making a beeline for Krua Apsorn, an 
old-school restaurant that serves some of the 
city’s best royal Thai cuisine and traditional 
comfort food. The crab dishes here are hands 
down the best you will find anywhere, and 
if you look around the restaurant, you’ll see 
that every single diner has a plate of poo pad 
phong garee (crab with yellow curry) on the 
table, along with a crab stuffed omelet. 

Old Town is not a place for bar crawls. The 
entire area pretty much shuts down at night, 
and you’ll need to head over to the river to 
find some evening places to chill or enjoy 
sundowners. However this is a great spot for 
day jaunts, and if you get thirsty, there are 
some very cute little cafes to get out of the 
heat into. The Old Town Café heads the 
list, with red brick and antique decor, plus a 
selection of travel magazines to settle down 
with. There is also the Café Velodome over 
on the west side of Sanam Luang, a hub for 
the cycling community, where you can get an 
espresso affogato (espresso shot with a scoop 
of ice cream) if you need a pick up buzz. 

2

3

1 Phraeng Phuton in the evening.  
2 Nuttaporn serves home-made ice cream.  
3 Kor Panich is famous for its mangoes and sticky rice.
4 The Bhuthorn is housed in a century-old colonial home.
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TRAVEL
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TRAVEL

3

4

1 - 2 The Old Town Café  
3 Café Velodome

4 Kopi Hya Tai Kee
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Café Velodome: 2 Phra Chan Alley, Tel. 02 623 6340
Kopi Hya Tai Kee: 37 Soi Samranrat, Tel. 02 621 0828

Kor Panich: 431-3 Tanao Road, Tel. 02 221 3554
Krua Apsorn: 169 Dinso Road, Tel. 02 685 4531

Krua Som Hom: 81 Phraeng Phuton, Tel. 02 622 1279
Ku Bar: 3rd Fl. 469 Phra Sumen, Tel. 02 067 6731
Nuttaporn: 94 Phraeng Phuton, Tel. 02 222 2686

Old Town Café: 130/12 Fuengnakorn Road, Tel. 081 810 8456
Samong Moo Thai Tham: 28/1 Phraeng Phuton, Tel. 02 221 7612

The Bhuthorn: 96-98 Phraeng Phuton, Tel. 02 622 2270

If you are after some real retro, head for Kopi Hya Tai 
Kee, a Chinese-style cafe that has been here since 1952 
and is crowded daily with gossiping regulars who sit at the 
marble-top round tables surrounded by old grandfather 
clocks drinking cafe boran (traditional Thai coffee made 
with lots of sweet condensed milk). If you simply must have 
a strong drink while in this neighborhood, newcomer Ku 
Bar is a hidden speakeasy located just north of Democracy 
Monument along the Khlong Banglamphu canal. The 
mixologist owner here used to make drinks in New York at 
the famed Angel’s Share.

Old Town is far more about the sights than it is about the 
trends. For sunset or blue hour, bring your camera to either 
Democracy Monument or the Giant Swing (Sao Chingcha). 
Both spots are quite magical as the day fades to dusk, the 
sky colors glow, and the lights come on. For a birds-eye view 
of it all, head up the Golden Mount (Wat Saket). 

Few people know this, but during the early 1800s, Bangkok 
was decimated by a cholera outbreak, with over 30,000 
residents dying. At that time, it was forbidden to cremate 
the dead inside the city walls, and Wat Saket housed the 
only gate through which corpses could be transported. 
Thousands of dead bodies littered the hillside, and it 
became an open food court for vultures. There are still 
vulture statues at the Golden Mount kept as a reminder of 
the days of old. 

Fortunately, most of the memories of the days of old in 
and around Old Town are far less macabre than this, and 
the area remains the city’s best place to walk, get lost, and 
explore, feasting on great traditional food and forgetting, at 
least for a few hours, about all the condos, malls, and trendy 
spots which seem a million miles away from here. 

1 Democracy Monument  

2 Wat Saket (the Golden Mount) 

TRAVEL
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Latching onto Lanna Life
B Y  P L O Y L A D A  S I R A C H A D A P O N G

I  love vintage style to the core. Anything ancient and old 
always captures my attention. My friends sometimes wonder 
how I can survive in Bangkok, a metropolitan city full of 

skyscrapers, big-screened TVs and modernized architectures. 

Amid those high-rise buildings and city lights, I’ve still managed 
to find a place where I can just indulge in the city’s old-world 
charm. Located in Asok, one of Bangkok’s busiest areas, Baan 
Kamthieng, or the Kamthieng House Museum, is a teakwood 
house designed in authentic northern “Lanna” style. Maybe I was 
drawn to this place because I’m originally from Chiang Mai. 
But most visitors can also easily feel the cultural elements of 
northern Thai life when visiting this museum.

The house was originally built in 1848 on the banks of the 
Ping River in Chiang Mai by the great granddaughter of Prince 
Mueang Chae, ruler of the ancient Lanna Kingdom. The structure 
was later dismantled and relocated to its current location in 1963. 

The house was then inaugurated as an ethnological Lanna Thai 
museum by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej on November 
21, 1966. Ever since, Baan Kamthieng has hosted exhibitions of arts 
and crafts that celebrate the Lanna kingdom’s rich cultural heritage. 

Lanna-style Structural Benefits
Baan Kamthieng is the finest example of a typical Lanna-style house 
or “Reun Ka Lae”, as it’s known in Thai. The structure is elevated 
from the ground on teak columns to provide a measure of 
protection from flooding during the rainy season. The design also 
allows for a better circulation of air, thus keeping the house cool 
in summer. The open space under the house is ideal for arts and 
crafts activities in the shade. 

Using the A-frame principle, the house features sloping walls that 
provide extra support to the entire structure to ensure that it can 
withstand just about every weather condition from heavy rain to 
strong winds in a lightweight, economical manner. This A-frame 
structure is a unique design that can only be found in the Reun Ka 
Lae, and not in any other ancient Thai-style house. 

The building consists of two separate rectangular rooms 
connected by a raised undercover veranda called “cheon”, which 
provides an outdoor living area usually reserved for relaxing, 
socializing, and entertaining guests, or just for enjoying a family 
dinner under the stars. Now the cheon is used as the reception 
area for visitors.  

The original house was built using well-selected teakwood which 
is among the most expensive hardwoods in Thailand, yet the benefits 
of its durability and beauty are worth the expense. Teakwood is also 
waterproof, so when it comes to the flooding season, teakwood 
can last longer than other types of wood. 

Ka Lae
One of the most peculiar features of a Lanna house  is the  “ Ka 
Lae ”. This V-shaped extension can be spotted on the top of 
the gabled roof. Ka Lae is usually made from wood and delicately 
carved into  Thai-style patterns. There are many theories explaining 
the real purpose of this decorative extension.

Some believe that the Kae Lae was added to scare away the crows 
which were believed to bring bad luck. Others theorize that when 
Chiang Mai and Lanna came under Burmese rule, the Burmese 
forced the people of Lanna to display the Kae Lae to distinguish 
the homes belonging to the Thais from those of the Burmese. Baan 
Kamthieng’s Ka Lae features hand-carved minimal designs with 
curved tips and perforated patterns that are visible from afar. 

Home Sweet Home
When visiting Baan Kamthieng, I always feel like coming 
back home because of the little things they do to reflect what 
a real Lanna home should look like or have, such as an earthen 
water jar placed in front of the house for travelers or visitors to 
quench their thirsts before continuing on their trip or entering 
the house. 

This reflects the traditional Thai way of life: Thais welcome their 
guests with drinking water after a hot and humid journey. In the 
interior, ancient household items such as clay pots and ancient 
kitchenware are on display. My favorite spot, however, is a corner 
on the ground level where there is a featured 3D animation short 
film introducing the house, its history and artifacts. 

Baan Kamthieng is the perfect place for those who want to visit 
a nice historic museum located in a serene area right smack in 
the city center, and on top of that, there is a nice coffee shop in 
front of the museum, too. 

Baan Kamthieng Museum 
30 Asok Montri Road

Opening hours: Tues - Sat, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ARCHITECTURE
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1 The museum’s interior bedroom decorated with embroidered fabrics.  
2 A typical Lanna meal with rice, catfish and vegetables. 

3 Handcrafted artifacts and exhibits display the Lanna way of life.  

ARCHITECTURE
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1 Earthenware utensils predominate in a typical Lanna kitchen.
2 Bamboo-woven traps used to catch freshwater fishes and eels.

3 The V-shaped Ka Lae extensions adorn the gabled roofs.
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Growing up in Bangkok, I got used to 
bargaining when I go out shopping. As 
long as it’s not a high-end department 

store, there are plenty of opportunities for 
haggling.  If done properly, it’s a win-win 
situation for both the seller and the buyer. The 
seller wants the buyer to bargain so that they can 
close the deal quicker. The buyer, on the other 
hand, finds personal fulfilment out of picking up 
a few good bargains. 

There’s real pleasure to be found in getting a 
bargain, as scientifically attested by a 2007 
study by a team of neurological researchers 
from Stanford, MIT, and Carnegie Mellon. 
Using fMRI technology to detect brain activity 
of the test subjects, the 
researchers found that 
when the subjects saw a 
desirable object on sale, 
the nucleus accumbens, 
or the pleasure center, 
in their brains lit up, 
pointing to greater joy 
and satisfaction.  

However, we can’t just 
keep on quibbling over 
some figures all the time. 
Here are a few tips on the 
art of bargaining:

No bargaining  over food
When it comes to dining, bargaining is a 
complete no-no. Haggling over the price of food 
is usually frowned upon and can be considered 
an affront to many vendors. 

Food is a big part of Thai life, and Thai culture 
is pretty much a rich food culture. Great Thai food 
is inexpensive and Thais get a meal just around 
every street corner. So, better not bargain about 
something that’s already inexpensive.  

However, if you’re a frequent patron, the seller 
can sometimes be generous and can add extra 
rice or offer a bigger portion. So be friendly, 
show up often, but never try to haggle over the 
price of your som tum.

Goods with price tags
Don’t ever think of bargaining at places like 
upscale shopping malls or department stores. 
However, bargaining takes on a whole new 
level at places like roadside stalls and wholesale 
paradises like MBK or Platinum Fashion Mall. At 
these places, prices are usually marked up as if to 
test customers’ bargaining skills. The norm is if 
you want to buy just one item, there’s no way but 
to embrace the price tag, but if you plan to buy in 
bulk start haggling.  

Take a walk before you park
Before making a purchase, remember to spend time 
browsing shops to gauge the median price. In most 
cases, you’ll find an array of price rags for the same 

product across different 
stores. 

If you have a ballpark 
figure in mind for an item 
you’re looking for, pick 
the shop that’s most friendly 
and has the best deal. 
Bargaining should always 
start from that end.

Smile and be 
friendly
The majority of retail 
shops are not always in 
the business of ripping 

people off. Even if they want to, there’s not much 
money to be made as a result. Just as businesses 
need to make a profit to survive, it’s a good idea 
to be friendly, keep smiling and prepare to bargain 
for a reasonable price. 

Make sure you spare some profit margin for the 
seller so that the purchase is a win-win solution 
for everyone. A little kindness does go a long way 
here in Bangkok.

Shopping, like all arts, needs practice to achieve 
perfection. There’s no better place to practice 
your negotiation skills than in Bangkok. One has 
every opportunity to become a smarter shopper 
in the Land of Smiles with a bit of learning by 
trial and error.

The Art of Bargaining
B Y  J .  PA K C H U E N
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A Stroll Through the Royal Residence
S TO R Y  B Y  N A A M  S O M B ATA N A N TA K O R N

P H OTO G R A P H S  B Y  T I N N A P O R N  S AT H A P O R N N A N O N T 

A N D  N U TTAWAT  W I R AT C H A K O U N

Bangkok has never been known as a 
pedestrian-friendly metropolis. It’s notorious
for clusters of street vendors and 

unscrupulous motorbike taxis roaming the 
battered narrow pavements amid the perennially 
hot and humid weather. However, there are quite 
a few areas in the city worth exploring on foot. 
One of them is the area around Dusit Palace in 
central Bangkok.
 
Dusit Palace began life as a royal residential 
compound built during the reign of King  
Chulalongkorn (Rama V). In 1908, the king 
commissioned Italian architects Mario Tamagno 
and Annibale Rigotti to design a new reception 
hall within the compound aptly named “Ananta 
Samakhom Throne Hall”. 

This elegant neo-Renaissance- and neoclassical-
style building has stood the test of time as the 
nation’s official reception hall since its  inception 
in 1915. The two-storied building, topped with 
seven copper domes, was constructed with 
Italy’s famed Carrara white marble. Created by 
artists Galileo Chini and Carlo Rigoli serving 
in the court of Rama V, the frescos on the walls 
and inside the domes portray the history of the 
Chakri dynasty. 

Although it looks like a typical Renaissance 
influenced marble structure, this building 
is an interesting engineering feat. When 
commissioned to oversee the project, Tamagno 
managed to complete its blueprint without 
knowing where the building site would be. 
Finally when the king pointed at a paddy-
field plot in the palace compound for the new 
reception hall, Tamagno had to figure out how to 
rest the massive weight of the marble structure 
on the mostly wetland area. 

One day, while pondering the solutions in the 
comfort of his private home set by the Chao 
Phraya River, he saw tugboats pulling rice and 
sand barges chugging up and down the river. He 
then came upon the idea of making water help 
support the weight of the throne hall by digging 
a water reservoir before driving the pilings into 
the ground. 

1

2
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His design was based on the belief that if the water can 
support the weight of the building, it will never collapse or tilt 
like the Leaning Tower of Pisa. The very technique applied to 
this building was revealed only a few decades ago during the 
Rattanakosin Bicentennial celebration in 1982. A team of 
engineers carried out a thorough inspection of the building and 
found its foundations submerged in the water, yet on the whole 
in fairly good condition. They planned to drain the water out, 
thinking that the flood was the result of heavy rainfalls.

However, a group of Italian-educated architects who were aware 
of the ingenious building technique advised against the idea by 
pointing out the reason behind the waterlogged foundations. 
Hence, the truth about how this amazing construction technique 
originated was made known to the public. Today, the Ananta 
Samakhom Throne Hall also serves as a museum. 
 Suan Sunandha Palace – located just behind the reception 
hall – was built as a residence for King Rama V’s consorts and 
daughters and completed during the reign of King Rama VI. 
Once ready, the palace remained empty for almost two years 
until 1921 when Her Highness Princess Saisavali Bhiromya, one 
of King Rama V’s consorts, asked King Rama VI for permission 
to move in. Many royal family members including royal consorts 
and concubines of King Rama V also joined her at the palace. 

During this period, Princess Saisavali established a school near 
her residence to groom and educate young ladies. Daughters 
of aristocrats, noblemen, and rich merchants were soon sent 
to the palace for education and social-skills training at the 
palace school known as Nibhakarn School. Newly appointed 
school manager Her Royal Highness Princess Nibha Nobhadol 
developed a new curriculum and employed many competent 
Thai and foreign teachers to teach the students. The school was 
forcibly closed down during the Siamese revolution of 1932.

The school’s Saisuddha-Nobhadol Building, now part 
of Rajabhat Suan Sunandha University, has been given a new 
lease on life as a museum open to the public. The colonial-style 
museum showcases vast collections of art and antiques including 
paintings created by court ladies and royal crockery from those 
glory days.

Across the street from Suan Sunandha Palace is Wat 
Rachathiwat Ratchaworawihan or Wat Raja. Rama IV 
spent his time in Buddhist monkhood at this aptly named temple 
“Ratchathiwat”, which means a king’s residence. During the 
reign of Rama V, the temple underwent major renovations. At the 
behest of the king, Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong reconstructed 
the whole compound. 

One of the temple’s must-see items is the murals in the ordination 
hall. The frescos by the Italian royal artist Carlo Rigoli capture 
the scenes from the Vessantara Jataka (also known as Maha 
Wetsandon Chadok) that tells the story of one of Gautama 
Buddha’s past lives. The Jataka tale is about a benevolent prince, 
Vessantara, who gives away all of his riches and possessions in 
search of true happiness and the meaning of life. 

There’s a little secret in this temple: on either side of the main 
Buddha image, a little door leads to a small chapel that houses 
the three sacred Buddha images of the original ordination hall. 
There are other interesting buildings as well such as the sermon 
hall (made entirely from teak) and a monk’s cell that was once 
occupied by Rama V’s Queen Saovabha Phongsri.
 
After the walk down memory lane, reconnect with the real 
world by checking out nearby bustling Thewet Market where 
it’s tempting to grab a bite, buy fresh produce, and try yummy 
authentic Thai and Chinese street foods.

Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall
Royal Plaza, Dusit

Opening hours: Tue - Sun, 10 a.m. -  6 p.m.
Entrance fee: THB 150

Suan Sunandha Palace
Dusit Palace

Opening hours: Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wat Rachathiwat Ratchaworawihan
Soi Sam Sen 9, Dusit

Opening hours: Everyday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1 - 2 Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall  
3 Memorial Crowns of the Auspice

4 Wat Rachathiwat’s famous frescos 
by Carlo Rigoli

5 Saisuddha-Nobhadol Building  
6 Some of the royal crockery
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B Y  P E K K Y  T H E  A N G E L

With the rainy season upon us, I 
am immediately on the search for 
waterproof products to sustain 

my make-up even though there’s almost 
zero possibility that I would dash through 
the rain without an umbrella, if at all.  

I’ve seen many eyeliners, mascaras, and 
eyebrow colors dripping mercilessly down a 
mess of a face and would avoid that fate at 
all cost.  

But because I can’t put all my faith in the 
meteorologist’s downpour forecast just as I 
wouldn’t trust the fortuneteller’s prediction 
that the next perfect mate is just around the 
corner, I’d better be prepared than sorry. 

I can do without eyeliners and mascara, 
but my brow must be perfect at all times, 
whether it’s through the rain, sweat, or 
snow. These are some of the waterproof 
eyebrow products I have used and would 
recommend. 

MILLE
3 IN 1 Professional Finish Brow, THB 495
www.millebeaute.com

ARCHITA
Perfect Brow Waterproof Set, THB 490 
www.facebook.com/architabrand

* Products can also be found at EVEANDBOY: www.eveandboyonline.com

Brave the Rain with
Waterproof Eyebrows 

STYLE
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Best Brow Ever with 
shu uemura

B Y  P L O Y L A D A  S I R A C H A D A P O N G

WYNN ME
Eyebrow Gel, THB 345
www.facebook.com/WynnMeOfficial

SHU UEMURA
BrowINK, THB 1,290
www.shuuemurath.com

Japanese-based beauty brand “shu 
uemura” is ready to take fans’ eyebrows 
to another level with a free “3D Brow 

Styling” service at their counters.

Over 37 years ago, Mr. Shu Uemura 
gathered and published all the different 
techniques of browstyling for his make-up 
artist’s training book. Ever since, the brand 
has developed several unique techniques to 
style eyebrows.  One of these is the original 
3D Brow Styling technique used to shape 
ladies’ eyebrows to perfection. 

With shu uemura’s new campaign, 
#FreeOfferBestBrowEver, their fans can 
experience the new 3D Brow Styling using 
shu uemura products, shaping eyebrows 
step by step, from drawing and shading to 
coloring and texturing. Visit shu uemura’s 
counter to get a free 10-minute brow styling 
service. Call the nearest counter to make a 
reservation in advance.

3D Brow Styling

Shade

Draw

Color
Texture

STYLE

PHOTOGRAPHS: SHU UEMURA
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Running for a cause
To celebrate Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s 85th birthday, the 
Queen Sirikit National Convention Center is organizing a 
charity run entitled “August 12th Half Marathon Bangkok 
2017” on August 12 from 5 a.m. to 9 a.m. on its premises. 
All proceeds after deductions will go to King Chulalongkorn 
Memorial Hospital’s Queen Sirikit Centre for Breast Cancer 
under the auspices of the Thai Red Cross Society. Find out 
more at www.12aughalfmarathon.com or call 02 229 300.

Who loves oyster? 
The Pavilion of the Dusit Thani Bangkok has a terrific seafood 
brunch that comes with an array of mouth-watering offerings 
including lobsters, oysters, hearty roasts, and a variety of 
desserts. It’s THB 2,800++ per person and THB 900++ for 
children between the ages of seven and 12. Children under 
seven dine for free. During the “Happy Hours”, diners get 48% 
off and enjoy a “buy 1, get 1 free” drinks promotion that applies 
to a selection of beverages. The brunch is yours from now until 
October 31. For further details, visit www.dusit.com/dtbk .

Bookworms take note
The “Big Bad Wolf Book Sale” is being held from August 11 to 27 at 
IMPACT Muang Thong Thani’s Hall 9. More than three million 
English books spanning all genres are on offer at a discount of 
between 60-80%. Bring your own bags and boxes, lots of cash, 
and warm clothing as it gets chilly during the evening hours. 
For more information about the book sale and promotions, 
visit www.bigbadwolfbooks.com . 

Ariana Grande comes to Bangkok
Multi-platinum selling and Grammy Awards-nominated artist 
Ariana Grande is performing in Bangkok on August 17 at 
IMPACT Arena, Muang Thong Thani, as part of the “Dangerous 
Woman Tour”. Dangerous Woman, the American singer’s third 
full-length album, came out in 2016 with smash hits such as 
‘Focus’, ‘Into You’, and ‘Side to Side’. The title track debuted 
at number 10 on the Billboard Hot 100. Tickets starting from 
THB 2,500 are now available at ThaiTicketMajor.com .

August
HAPPENINGS 
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Cast  away on your 
private island

Email:resv-th@epikureanresorts.com Tel:+66 2664 0975 - 6www.munnorkprivateisland.com

A haven of peace and relaxation off the coast of Rayong, 
only three and a half hours from Bangkok. Accessible only 
by our private boat, our resort is the only one on the island 

surrounded by untouched forest and pristine white sand 
beaches. An idyllic setting that is endlessly peaceful, 

this island is all about you and the sea.

The islanders are waiting! 




